20 September 2010

Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, M.D.

Director

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

31 Center Drive, Building 31, Room 7A03
Bethesda, MD 20892

Dear Dr. Fauci:

The many complications and comorbidities faced by the aging population of HIV-
positive people in the United States constitute a rapidly growing medical crisis that has
been woefully neglected by U.S. research efforts. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, more than half of all HIV-positive Americans will be over the age of 50 by or
before the year 2015. Although increasing evidence points to an earlier onset of age-
related conditions in people living with HIV little is known about pathogenesis, or proper
methods to screen for, prevent and manage these conditions, or anticipate the
infrastructure needed to deliver care and treatment for people suffering from these
conditions.

We, the undersigned organizations, advocates, and people living with HIV, fear a reversal
of recent scientific gains made against HIV may occur if this emergency is not
immediately elevated to a top research priority by the NIAID and other NIH institutes
and centers. We are extremely concerned that NIAID's current research priorities
underplay the potential long-term health impact of dysregulated T cell homeostasis in
people with HIV, which in many cases is not addressed by ART-mediated viral
suppression. We expect an increase in morbidity and mortality for people living long-
term with HIV, particularly those who started antiretroviral therapy with a CD4 nadir
below the threshold at which initiation of antiretroviral therapy is recommended—which
includes almost everyone in resource-poor settings—and people with additional risk
factors, regardless of chronological age.

The complex interactions between HIV infection, premature aging, immune
dysregulation, long-term drug toxicities, coinfections, and comorbidites in various organ
systems pose an unprecedented research challenge. This challenge can only be met
through a coordinated, multi-disciplinary collaboration across research institutes, which
has yet to be created. For example, the “Medical Management of Older Patients with
HIV/AIDS” Program Announcement released in 2008 has yielded only three grants to
date, totaling less than 1.5 million dollars in funding. Unless adequate funding is set
aside, and an appropriate grant review process is in place, desperately needed research on
HIV and aging will not occur. A business-as-usual approach to research will not work;
this issue is urgent.



We urge the NIAID to immediately:

Provide the necessary leadership to create a new funding initiative on HIV and
aging, in partnership with other relevant Institutes and Centers within NIH. This
initiative will identify existing funding that can be set aside for RFAs and RFPs
starting in FY 2011, and include significant and long-term funding increases for
HIV and aging research in the FY 2012 budget request to Congress;

Issue a Request for Information and Ideas (RFI) and rapidly establish a special
review panel on HIV and aging with reviewers that have expertise across all
relevant disciplines in order to streamline the grant making process;

Identify HIV and aging as a new and distinct future HIV/AIDS therapeutics
research priority area for the upcoming network restructuring process;

Establish one or more large-scale, well-characterized longitudinal cohort of
people with HIV with matching HIV-negative controls, and seek out innovative
approaches to assess AIDS and aging-related issues from within existing clinical
trials networks, existing cohorts, collaborative groups, and Phase IV post-
marketing trials to help develop and standardize biomarkers, and characterize
relevant AIDS and aging events;

Create a new aging working group within the AACTG, similar to the one created
for lipodystrophy more than a decade ago, to spur new studies on badly needed
interventions and preventive measures for aging related complications;

Ensure cohorts of perinatally infected children are supported to investigate the
incidence of, and risk factors for, aging-associated diseases. Furthermore,
mandate coordination with the AACTG and INSIGHT networks to study
therapeutic and preventive interventions in this unique population.

Lastly, we call on NIAID, along with the other institutes and centers, and in collaboration
with the Office of AIDS Research, to immediately commit significant financial and
organizational resources to develop a detailed and long-term research plan on HIV and
aging. We insist upon full and immediate community participation in all stages of
planning for this research, utilizing the experience, knowledge and commitment of
HIV/AIDS community activists.

We hereby firmly request a meeting between the representatives of the Coalition for HIV
and Aging Research and Policy Advocacy (CHARPA) and the leadership at NIAID,
OAR, DAIDS, and all other relevant ICs to discuss the immediate course change in HIV
and aging research at the NIH. Please contact CHARPA representative Lei Chou at 212-
253-7922 ext.215 or lei.chou@treatmentactiongroup.org to coordinate this meeting.

Sincerely,

Coalition for HIV and Aging Research and Policy Advocacy (CHARPA)



113 Organizational Signatories:

2 God The Glory Women Supportive Housing Program
African Services Committee

AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc.

AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts

AIDS Alliance for Faith and Health

AIDS Community Research Initiative of America

AIDS Education Global Information System - AEGIS
AIDS Foundation of Chicago

AIDS Legal Referral Panel

AIDS Policy Project

AIDS Project Los Angeles

AIDS Services for the Monadnock Region

AIDS Services of Dallas

AIDS-Related Community Services

AIDS/HIV Health Alternatives

Alliance Against AIDS

Alliance For Hope

Allies Linked for the Prevention of HIV and AIDS (a.l.p.h.a.)
American Social Health Association

Aniz Inc

association el hayet des pvih

Association of Nutrition Services Agencies (ANSA)
Back to the Basics Please, Inc

Bailey House

Balm In Gilead, Inc.

Beacons of H.O.P.E.

Bolivian Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS
Boulder County AIDS Project

Care Resource

Case Western Reserve/University Hospitals of Cleveland AIDS Clinical
Trials Unit Community Advisory Board

Center For Health, Identity, Behavior & Prevention Studies, The
Steinhardt School, New York University

Central Illinois HIV Care Connect

Child Health And Social Ecology

Colorado AIDS Project

Common Ground - the Westside HIV Community Center
Community Access National Network - CANN
Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP)
Community Information Center

Copasetic Women Over 50 Inc.

Dab the AIDS Bear Project

Delhi Network of Positive People

Dunshee House (home of seattle AIDS support group)
End AIDS Now

European AIDS Treatment Group

European Community Advisory Board (ECAB/EATG)
Fan Free Clinic

Florida Keys HIV Community Planning Partnership
Foundation for Integrative AIDS Research (FIAR)
Greater Love Tabernacle-HIV Services

Greenwich House, INC., PCI Program

Guardian Health Association, Inc.

He Intends Victory

Health GAP

Hema Universal Life Community services

HIV and Hepatitis.com

HIV Dental Alliance (HIVDent)

HIV Program Hennepin County Medical Center

HIV/AIDS Law Project

HIV/AIDS Services for African Americans in Alaska
HIVictorious, Inc.

Impaact community advisory board, cape town, south africa
International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS (ICW)
Zambia

International Foundation for Alternative Research in AIDS (IFARA)
Intersect Worldwide

J-CAP

Latino Commission on AIDS

LifeLinc

LIGHT Health & Wellness Comprehensive Services, Inc.

Long Island Minority AIDS Coalition

Massmer Associates LLC

McClernon LLC

MCCNY Charities

Misbah

Moveable Feast

National AIDS Treatment Advocacy Project - NATAP

National Association of People with AIDS

National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research, University
of New South Wales, Sydney Australia

New Destiny Recovery Ministry, Inc

New Jersey Association on HIV Over Fifty

New Mexico AIDS Services

Nightsweats & T-cells, Co

NYC AIDS Housing Network (NYCAHN) / Voices Of Community
Activists & Leaders (VOCAL)

Okaloosa AIDS Support and Informational Services, Inc (OASIS)
Older Women Embracing Life (OWEL)

Out With Cancer - The LGBT Cancer Project

Pacientes de SIDA pro Politica Sana

Peoples Alliance To Combat HIV/AIDS

PeterCares House

Positive Opportunities, Inc.

Project Inform

Proyecto So Filadelfia

PVA-Genéve

REDCA+

San Diego POZabilities

San Francisco HIV Health Services Planning Council

Servicios de la Raza

Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S. (SIECUS)
Shanti

Silent Partner

South Central Educational Development, Inc

STOP AIDS Project

Test Positive Aware Network/Positively Aware Magazine
Total Health Awareness Team

Transexuales y Transgeneros en Marcha

Treatment Action Group

Treatment Education Network

UMC AIDS Ministry of West Ohio Conference

Uncle Rock's Place

UNIV.FLA.JAX.

Victoria AIDS Resource & Community Service Society

Wayne State University Community Advisory Board

Women Together for Change

Zephyr L.T.N.P. Foundation, Inc.



396 Individual
Signatories:

Dario Abarca

A. Alberto Abello
Olamide Adesanya
Innocent Afeke
Garrison Alecsaunder
Randy Allgaier
Kevin Amaral
Lydwina Anderson
Dennis Anderson

J Andre

Michael Antinucci
Francis Apina
Emilio Aponte
Carla Bailey

John Baker

Dorcas Baker
Jason Baker

Rev. H. Bruce Baldwin
Kevin Barham
Gilbert Barrett
Stephen Batchelder
Katreena Batiste
Tom Battipaglia
John Beal

Rich Belmontez
Joyce Belton

Jeff Berry

Will Boemer
William Boggs
James Bolas
William Booth
Bob Bowers
Thomas Boyer
David Brakebill
William Brand
Raymond Brooks
Stephanie Brooks-Wiggins
Hugh Brown Iii
Marilyn Brunger
Edward Brunner
Robert Bucklew
Rev. Edward Burks
Richard Caine
Abraham Calleros
Christopher Camp
Rob Camp

Jim Campbell
James Carr

Harriet Carrington
Herminio Carro
Kourtney Casalena
Eric Castellanos
Peter Cecil

David Chaille
Gene Chance
Clarence Charles
Stephan Chase

Lei Chou

David Christensen
Jared Christopher
Joanna Clark
Annie Clayville
David Clifford
Thomas Clodfelter
Bob Coffey

José F. Colon
Wanda Commander
Ginny Courtney
Clarence Cramer
Ed Crane

Joey Criddle

Lisa Croce

Vince Cukrov
Hans Curnutte
James Curry
Cynthia Cushing
Amy D'ablemont Burnes

Daniel D'arezzo
Daniel Davis
Karen Day
Randolph Decker
Lynda Dee

Thad Degroot
Marylynn Dehner
Michael Delane
Penny Denoble
Leewina Desantis
Carrie Deyo
Stephanie Deyo
Gerald Deyounge
Michael Dicaprio
Jerry Dickinson
Anthony Dilorenzo
Phoo Dingake
Marshall Dixon
Michael Dorosh
Jeff Dougherty
George Dowling
Chris Duncombe
Mark Dunlop

Ben Dunn

Jim Eigo

Sister Mary Elizabeth
Charles Emlet
Laura Engle

Joy Episalla

Laura Euler

David Evans

M. Alan Farr

Paul Feldman
Robert Ferguson
Carl Fichtenbaum
David Fidler

Chris Fillingham
Mark Fischer
Elliot Fitzgerald
Patricia Fitzgerald-Bocarsly
Nagawa Florence
John Folliard
Anna Forbes
Kenneth Fornataro
Gary Fowler

Gary L. Fowler
Ellen Frank

Emily French
Eddie Fukui

Joan Garrity

Jerry Garza
Laurency Gaston
Tim Gaub

Jp Gaynor

Yves Gebhardt
James Gernert
Jacki Gethner
Melinda Goff
Myrond Gol
Richard Goldman
Jonathan Goldman
Jeffrey Goodman
Scott Gordon
Robert B. Gotcher
Jeffrey Grabelle
Bertha Greene
Howard Grossman, Md
Anthony Guillaume
Kerry Hahn

Perry Halkitis
Nesha Haniff

Nii Nortey Hanson-Nortey
Laura Hardesty
Gary Harding
Reginald Harris
Delrosa Harris
Beth Hastie

David Hawkesworth
Jonathan Heins
Angela Hendrickson

Christopher Henely
Sherri Henigan
Robert Henri
Arlene Herbough
George Herendeen
Liz Highleyman
Kathleen Hildreth
Herman Hobi
Greg Hoffman
Marlene Hollick
Danny W Holt

R L Pete Housman
Michael Hughes
Timothy Hurley
Darcy Tke

Sybil Imani

Olga Irwin

Raynal Jabouin
Levern Jackson
Goldman Jacobs
Eva Janzen Powell
Lee Jewell
Lawrence Jones
Justin Jones

Rod Jones

Abilly Jones-Hennin
Maxim Journiac
Howard Joyce
Stephen Karpiak Phd
Duane Kaufman
Chad Kenney

Jake Ketchum
Evaline Kibuchi
Thomas Klocke
Ingrid Kloet
William Knight
Larry Kramer

Gil Kudrin

Sandra Kupprat
Rayford Kytle
John Lacy

Nicole Lacy
Vincent Lai
Jeremy Landau
Rocky Lane
Bobbie Lange
Jeffrey Laurence
Christopher Lawrence
James Learned
Brenda Lein
Matthew Lesieur
Jules Levin
Michael Longacre
Mariana Lozoya
Alan Lucas

Jorge Lujan-Zilbermann
Savita Luka

J Lyall

Roger Mabery
Oarabile Mabu
Mark C Maclean
Ronald Macon
Steve Mahkovec
Daniel Malamud
Carlos Maldonado
Dante J Manfredi
Leonard Maran
David Margolis
Leeann Marino
Jon Markle
Delores Marshall
Lynn Martin
Douglas Masinde
Lisa Mason
Robert Masseria
Randy Masters
Joshua Matacotta
Sheila Matthew
Sharon Maxwell Henkel
Michael Mazloff

Merle Mccann
Matthew Mcclain

J Jeff Mcconnell
Dave Mckeen

Ed Mclaurin

Bruce Mcmurray
Jane Mcochuodho
Christine Mcquiston
Carlos Medina
Kathleen Medlen Trenchik
Jacqueline Melvin
B.Jay Merritt

James D. Miller

Dra Maria Luisa Miranda
Marguerite Monet
Jack Moore

Dennis Moore

Scott Morgan

Rob Morrison
Esther Mosinghi
Robert Moyer
Nombeko Mpongo
Steven Muchnick, Phd
Robert Munk
Dorothy Namutamba
Elizabeth Nash
Pamela Neely
Catherine Newell
Nick Nicholas
Andrea Niedzwicki
Kathleen Nokes
Amy Nunn
Cebisamadoda Nxumalo
Frank O'cana
Johnnie O'neal
Joshua Obasanya
Richard Ober

Erick Okioma

Jason Osher
Machline P. Paganella
Anita Paige-Bowman
Sandra Palleja,, Md
Michael Palumbaro
Gabriel Pastrana
Gregory Patterson
Kirk Pedersen
Jeffery Perkey

Laird Petersen
Jennifer Peterson
Glen Phillip

David Phillips

Billy Pick

Arthur Porter
William Powell
Harold Prue

Niles Puckett

Duane Quintana
Anthony Raiola
Gerardo Ramos
Claire Rappoport
Adrian Raymond
Tripp Reed Licsw
Melanie Reese

Dana Reid

Lepena Reid
Deborah Reinhardt
Valerie Reyes-Jimenez
David Reznik

Gary A. Richardson
Daniel Rippe

David Rizzo

Randy Robinson
Douglas Rose

John Rosenzweig
Daryl Russell

Gene Rutherford
Doug Ryan

James Saakvitne

Sue Saltmarsh

Joe Scarborough

Michael Scarce
Richard Scarino
Jeff Schreiber
Matt Sharp

Ed Shaw

Dorothy Shaw
Judith Shaw

Tom Sheeran
David Shepp

J Nathan Sherlock
Genya Shimkin
Mark Siegel
David Sigal

Kenly Sikwese
Samuel Silling
John Simms

Felix Sirls

Chad Slate
Phillipe Smith
Lionel Smith
Ontshabetse Arnold Sokwa
Bernard Solomon
Jose Sousa

Matti Kniva Spencer
Shawn Spillers
Jonathan Stacy
Steve Stellner
Leonard Stem

Bill Stern

Michael Stokes
Karen Sullivan
Sylvia Sutton
Tracy Swan
Diane Szczepaniak
Jas Talley

Karen Tanner
Edward Tarlow
Elizabeth Tarr
Joseph Tate

Jeff Taylor

Elissa Thomas
Sidney Thomas
Christopher Thomas
Ronald Thornhill
James Tidmarsh
Danny Toub

Betty Trotter
Pervaiz Tufail
Jerry Turner
Charles Turner
Antonio Urbina
Leland Vann
Mark Vanzanten
Py Vaughn
Nelson Vergel
Gwen Verlinghieri
Ralph Vickery
Steven Vidlund
Marco Vitoria
Sharon Wagner
Kenneth Wake
John Weatherman
James Weihe
Wava Weikel
George Weiner
Susan Westmoreland
Joan Whitaker
David White
Jennifer Whitehill
Toni Willis
Derrick Wilson
Will Wilson

Faith Winston
Marlon Woodward
Helen Worth
George Worthington
Mildred Zeno
Donald J. Ziegler
Louis Zimmerman



Cc:

Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D., Director, NIH

Jack Whitescarver, Ph.D., Director, OAR, NIH

Carl Dieffenbach, Ph.D., Director, DAIDS, NIAID, NIH

Harold E. Varmus, M.D., Director, National Cancer Institute (NCI)

Susan B. Shurin, M.D., Director, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)
Eric D. Green, M.D., Ph.D., Director, National Human Genome Research Institute
(NHGRI)

Richard Hodes, M.D., Director, National Institute on Aging (NIA)

Kenneth R. Warren, Ph.D., Director, National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism (NIAAA)

Stephen Katz, M.D., Ph.D., Director, National Institute of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMS)

Roderic I. Pettigrew, M.D., Ph.D., Director, National Institute of Biomedical Imaging
and Bioengineering (NIBIB)

Alan E. Guttmacher, M.D., Director, Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD)

Griffin P. Rodgers, M.D., Director, National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases (NIDDK)

Nora D. Volkow, M.D., Director, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)

Thomas R. Insel, M.D., Director, National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)

Story Landis, Ph.D., Director, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke
(NINDS)

Patricia Grady, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N,, Director, National Institute of Nursing Research
(NINR)

Antonio Scarpa, M.D., Ph.D., Director, Center for Scientific Review (CSR)

Josephine P. Briggs, M.D., Director, National Center for Complementary and
Alternative Medicine (NCCAM)

John Ruffin, Ph.D., Director, National Center on Minority Health and Health
Disparities (NCMHD)

Barbara M. Alving, M.D., Director, National Center for Research Resources (NCRR)
John I. Gallin, M.D., Director, NIH Clinical Center (CC)





