
 

 

 

 

 

Information on the project 

EpiStem is a collaborative project to guide and investigate the potential for HIV cure in HIV-infected 

patients requiring allogeneic stem cell transplantation for hematological disorders.  

 

The EpiStem consortium consists of hematologists with extensive experience in allogeneic SCT 

procedures in HIV-infected patients, along with infectious disease specialists, virologists and 

immunologists with expertise in the field of HIV-1 tropism, innate and adaptive immunity, 

pharmacology, reservoirs and cure. EpiStem has built an inventory in European blood banks of 

CCR5∆32/32 or heterozygous (cord)blood donors. The experts are available for guidance in donor 

search and CCR5 screening, ethical regulations, the SCT procedure, sampling procedures and in depth 

investigations to study HIV persistence.  

Clinicians of HIV infected patients who require an SCT may register their patient in the EpiStem 

observational cohort. We collect clinical information and virological and immunological characteristics 

of a variety of samples taken before and after SCT according to an advanced monitoring and sampling 

strategy. 

 

Mission 

EpiStem aims to better understand the implications of stem cell transplantation in the control and 

eradication of HIV. 
 

Sponsoring  

EpiStem is sponsored by amfAR Research Consortium on HIV Eradication (ARCHE), a program from 

The Foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR)  

 

Long term goals 

We analyze over time the viral reservoirs and the immune reconstitution within the patients included in 

EpiStem. The knowledge as gathered in EpiStem will provide in-depth insight in the viral reservoirs 

and biological determinants of cure essential for HIV eradication strategies. 
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More information: 

www.epistem-project.org 

Antoinet van Kessel, epistem@umcutrecht.nl 
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